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figures sculptured on these Hindu monuments, many of
which must be some twenty centuries old, are not only of
regular Caucasic type, but are often a faithful reflex of
the features, dress, and ornaments of the present Khmer
populations.

Some of these wild tribes are still distinguished by a
gentle disposition, a certain innate politeness and cour-
tesy, as well as a surprising artistic taste and skill
lavished on their dress, ornaments, pipes, quivers, and
other objects. These traits may well be the faint reflec-
tion of a now extinguished culture still cherished by these
children of nature, lost for ages amid their dense wood-
lands, which they believe to be the centre of the universe,
and which nothing can ever induce them to leave (Mouhot).
But the Cambodians themselves seem to have retained little
of their former greatness, except an overweening pride and
arrogance. They are being gradually absorbed by the sur-
rounding Annamese and Laos populations. A strange
mystery hangs over this Cambodian race, which, over 1000
years ago, built cities and raised monuments amid the
swamps of Tonle-sap, vying in size and grandeur with
those of the Mesopotamian and Nile valleys. Their cul-
ture is certainly of Hindu origin. But by what channel
did Hindu influences penetrate to this remote corner of
the continent ? And whence came the race itself, with
its European features and polysyllabic speech, totally
distinct from that of the surrounding Mongoloid peoples,
but showing marked affinities to the Oceanic linguistic
groups? Lastly, by what barbaric hordes was their
development arrested, their culture extinguished, their
cities wasted, their stupendous shrines and monuments
left to crumble in the midst of the exuberant tropical
vegetation of Angkor and Battambang? These are
questions which cannot yet be answered.